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The 2008 ANACEFC Conference has concluded the four day conference held at the
Vancouver Chinese Evangelical Free Church from September 24 to 27. The conference
was held at the historic church building on Nanaimo Street. Some participants were also
able to see the new award-winning facility of Vancouver Chinese EFC in the latter stages
of construction at 3295 East Broadway. The theme of the Conference was “Church as a
Family, Families in a Church”. The speaker was Dr. Wing Tai Leung, General Secretary
of Breakthrough, Hong Kong. A total of 71 delegates enjoyed a great time of fellowship,
sharing of experiences, strategy planning, and collaboration among the 38 Chinese
Evanglical Free Churches in North America, and denominational leaders from both the
EFCA and EFCC. The four churches in the Vancouver area organized the conference.
Pastors and members of these churches offered great hospitality to the delegates. The
organizing churches were Burnaby Chinese EFC, Coquitlam Chinese EFC, Richmond
Chinese EFC, and Vancouver Chinese EFC. They had helped made this Conference a
fruitful experience.

Over the three days of the Conference, participants considered the relationship between
the church and family. Themes included:
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Church: A family of shared suffering and hope
Church: An inter-generational family

Church: An inter-ethnic family

Church: An inter-cultural family

The Conference speaker, Dr. Wing Tai Leung, Secretary General of Breakthrough in
Hong Kong, began his series of messages by saying “Blessed are the conflicts, blessed
are the intergenerational and intercultural conflicts in the North American Chinese
churches”. Why?

The North American Chinese churches are indeed in a very unique position to address all
these intergenerational and intercultural challenges. Chinese churches have an important
role to fulfill. We can be the bridge builders, to bring the east and the west together. Dr.
Leung suggested that reconciliation requires an understanding of the suffering of
individuals on all sides of the conflicts. As an example, both Taiwanese and Mainland
Chinese share a history marked by conflicts and suffering which we need to understand in
order to minister to them more effectively. As leaders, we have to deal with our own
sufferings first before we can help others. We need to treat our pain before we are able to
help other effectively. Where do we draw our strength? The Bible reminds us that God is
our Father and Christ is Lord. This is the source of our blessing and comfort (2
Corinthians 1:3-7).

How do we deal with the fact that the families in our churches are members of different
generations? Christ's instructions must be passed down from person to person, generation
to generation. We see this principle of passing down in the Bible's teaching on the Lord's
supper (1 Corinthians 11:23-26). Christ gave the message to Paul. Paul, in turn, gave
them to the church at Corinth. The message was passed down. Likewise God taught Israel
to pass His message down from generation to generation (Deuteronomy 6). We are to
pass on our heritage. We can apply Bible teaching by having intergenerational
shepherding, using story telling, media symbols, collective memory and heritage.

The Church is also an inter-ethnic family. Today we are faced with inter-ethnic conflicts
in the world, in our country and in the Church. People can easily lose unity and identity
in multicultural societies. Biblical times were the same. Conflicts existed between Jews
and Samaritans as well as Jew and Gentile believers. This issue is no stranger in biblical
times when conflicts exist between the Jews and Samaritans, the Jewish Christians and
Gentile believers. However in Ephesians 2:11-22, Paul teaches us that, in the past, we
were in the flesh, uncircumcised and alienated with no hope. Now we have become
members of Christ's body. We have been brought together. We have access to hope. We
are now fellow citizens with all the saints and are members of God's household. The
blood of Christ has broken down dividing walls, and abolished the laws. We are made a
new Man and reconciled with God to become one body in Christ. Not all traditions are
relevant but we can transform them and make them better.

What happen to our younger generation that caused them to become who they are today?
Dr. Wing Tai Leung said the church had a big part to play in this. The location of
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community as well as discourse about community is changing. The area of public
discourse has gone from City Hall to virtual communities on the Internet. We can
confront cultures in a positive and proactive manner. The Christians had lost a say in
many of the things that were changing in the culture. Therefore, we need to cultivate
community again and understand the Christian worldview on issues of our society. We
need to confront the cultures in a positive and proactive manner. We should encourage
open discussion in the Churches on some of the current issues that are affecting the
society and find a way to educate our congregation about our Christian worldview toward
the issues. In dealing with our younger generation, we need to spend time with them and
empathize with them — to listen, observe and to be excited about what they are excited
about.

Some questions to ponder:

¢ Do the younger and older generation in the Church share a common heritage? Is
cultural heritage important or an obstacle for a faith community?

¢ In the biblical context, how did the apostles overcome the aging of the older
generation? Could they turn around the intergenerational gap and create a
sustainable faith community instead?

e What are the key elements of intergenerational faith building as expressed in 1
Cor. 11:23-26?

e What are the key elements of intergenerational faith building today, in terms of
covenant, signs and symbols, narrative and core message?

e What is the cultural landscape in North America and how does it affect the
Chinese churches?

e What are the cultural conflicts found in the biblical time of Jesus?

e InJohn 4:7-30, how did Jesus overcome and respect the cultural differences
between himself and the Samaritan woman?

e Is cultural diversity a good or bad thing and why?

e What is the relationship between the spiritual roots and cultural roots of a
Christian? Are they mutually exclusive, integrative, hierarchical, or subjective one
to the other?

e What constitute a family in a multicultural setting? Any example in the history of
the Christian church?

e Separation is easy but unity in diversity is not easy. Can we be a multi-cultural
church that others can pattern after. How do the pastors and lay leaders cooperate
in a Chinese Church?

We also had the privilege of having both Dr. Ron Unruh, former President of EFCC, and
Rev. Bill Taylor, the new Executive Director of EFCC, to lead us in morning devotions
and admonish us with the Word of God.

Dr. John Auxier, Dean of Trinity Western Seminary, a partner in the theological
consortium known as ACTS Seminaries of Trinity Western University, led a workshop
on “Reconciliation Between Cultures and Generations : Reflections on the Relationship
between Mission and Culture. *
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Dr. Auxier acknowledged that the tensions between generational cultures is NORMAL—
not unique. It also existed in other immigrant churches. He highlighted both the strengths
of the Chinese churches and also the issues faced by these churches. In his research, he
has found that the current problem definition revolves around issues of respect,
maintaining family unity, and cultural protection. And current solutions tend to focus on
language issues, e.g. English Congregations, Mandarin congregations. These tensions and
problems are normal for immigrant churches. He challenged all Churches, immigrant or
not, to ask an honest question about our church, “Are we Missional as a Church?”. He
pointed out the danger of putting emphasis on a particular cultural value that we may lose
sight of fulfilling the Great Commission.

To obtain a copy of the workshop presentation by Dr. John Auxier, please send an email
to elaineottawa@gmail.com.

Pu-Tong-Hua (Mandarin) Church Planting Discussion

In recognition of the growing trend of new Chinese immigrants in major Canadian cities,
ANACEFC sees the opportunities in planting more Pu-Tong-Hua churches. The Board
sees a great opportunity to start such churches in the greater Vancouver area in reaching
out to the immigrants from Mainland China. The Board of ANACEFC had an initial
discussion with the pastors of the four Cantonese-speaking Chinese EF Churches in the
Vancouver area. The discussion was positive and all agreed that the four Churches would
join their effort in supporting the existing Pu-Tong-Hua ministry which has just started in
the Vancouver Chinese Evangelical Free Church. They will use this as a pilot project and
a learning experience for additional church planting. ANACEFC will schedule regular
reviews with the four Churches to shape the Church Planting.

Left clockwise: Richard Leung’s finger, Thomas Law, Pastor Anthony Yeung, Pastor TingPong
So, Rev. Adrian Lim, Kenneth Tsang, Silas Lee, Simon Chung, Pastor WaiMui Wong, Rev.
Edward Lee (back facing)
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Did you know?

ANACEFC was born in 1976 at Vancouver Chinese Evangelical Free Church on 2575
Nanaimo Street. 32 years later, almost a new batch of Board members and pastors met on
the same location to discuss future church planting projects. On Oct 10™ 2008,
Vancouver Chinese EFC moved into their new multi-million dollars and award winning
building on 3295 East Broadway, and had their first service on October 12", We thank
God for His faithfulness for leading the Church through this church building project. To
Him who deserves all the praises and glory!

- i -

The new site of Vancouver Chinese Evangelical Free Church

Highlights of the Business Meeting on September 27, 2008

§ A gift was presented to Rev. Pak Fai Chan for his 50 years of faithful service in
the Lord. May God continue to lead him and his wife in future years of service.

§ The 2009 budget was approved. It places an emphasis on church planting. A
budget of $30,000 was allocated as seed money for a Pu-Tong-Hua (Mandarin)
church planting project for the Greater Vancouver area.

8 Rev. Adrian Lim and Dr. Simon Chung completed their term of service on the
Board and did not seek re-election.

§ Silas Lee was re-elected. Rev. Richard Emilson and Rev. Tony Hsu were elected
new members of the Board.

8 Next year Annual Conference will be held from September 23 to 26.

We thank our outgoing Board members, Rev. Adrian Lim and Dr. Simon Chung for their
support and service in previous years. May God continue to bless them as they continue
to serve and promote the vision of ANACEFC in their church.
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Positions and Roles of 2008-2009 Board of Directors:

Chairman : Richard Leung
Secretary/Vice Chair: Elaine Cheng
Treasurer : Gershom Lee

US Church Planting Coordinator : Rev. Tony Hsu

US Ministry Coordinator : Thomas Law

Canada Church Planting Coordinator : Silas Lee

Canada Ministry Coordinator : Rev. Richard Emilson

As ANACEFC continues to strive forward to serve the Chinese Churches and partner
with EFCC as well as EFCA to grow healthy Chinese Churches, we want to improve our
communication with EFCA and EFCC as well as the Chinese EF churches in the coming
year.

Starting next year, Richard Leung will represent ANACEFC at the National Ministry
team meeting, about 3 times a year. Early next year, the Board of ANACEFC plans to
meet with Dr. Bill Hamel and his leadership team. The Board plans to provide regular
updates with member churches via web site (www.anacefc.org) and newsletter.

L to R: Rev. Bill Taylor, Richard Leung, Rev. Pak Fai Chan.
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Association of North American Chinese Evangelical Free Churches

Budget
From January to December 2009
(US Dollar)
Note 2009 2008
Church planting initiative support
- Second EFC 1 $15,000 $30,000
- Rev. Mat Kung 2 0 12,000
- Panama CEFC 3 15,000 18,000
- Charis EFC 4 18,000 18,000
- Greater Vancouver (Pu Tong Hua Church) 5 30,000 0
Office and miscellaneous 1,500 3,000
Travel and meetings 4,300 3,000
Debt repayment 6 26,200 30,000
Total $110,000 $114,000
Notes:
1. Referring to our Board meeting discussion, the support for any church planting initiative
should be reviewed annually. As the Chinese Ministry of Second Evangelical Free
Church has already established for a few years, the Board recommends that the church
planters should seek additional financial support from other churches. Therefore, we
recommend a budget of US $15,000 in accordance with last year decision.
2. As ANACEFC focus will be on church planting going forward, the support for Rev. Mat
Kung will be discontinued.
3. The support amount of US$ 15,000 is for Panama Evangelical Free Church.
4. The Board recommends a budget of US $18,000 to support Charis Evangelical Free
Church.
5. As the number of Pu Tong Hua (Mandarin) immigrants increases in the Greater
Vancouver area, the Board recommends a “seed”” money of US$ 30,000 for this initiative.
6. As of September 15, 2008, the total debt owing to Rev. Henry Chou is US$ 33,664.16.

We anticipate an addition of US $7,500 will be paid back in 2008. This leaves an
outstanding balance of US$26,164.16 as of December 31, 2008. Henceforth, the Board
recommends a budget of US$ 26,200.

For ANACEFC to carry out its mission, we would need both the prayer and financial
support from churches and individuals. We trust the Lord to lay the burden on you on
how to support ANACEFC in 2009. More specific details on where to send the money will
be provided in a separate email soon .
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A Revised Statement of Faith and a New Executive Director at EFCC

ANACEFC participates with both the Evangelical Free Church of Canada of Canada
(EFCC) and the Evangelical Free Church of America (EFCA). This year Rev. Bill Taylor
was elected Executive Director of the EFCC succeeding the retiring Dr. Ron Unruh. Both
the EFCC and EFCA adopted similar revised doctrinal statements at their respective
national meetings in Edmonton Alberta and St. Louis Missouri. The revised Statement Of
Faith document can be obtained via the respective web sites, www.efca.org and
www.efce.ca. Chinese translation of the EFCC Statement of Faith is available on the
EFCC web site (www.efcc.ca) or ANACEFC web site (www.anacefc.org).

Newest addition to ANACEFC - Wichita Chinese Christian Fellowship

IEER R E T 55— 5B &
Wichita Chinese Christian Fellowship
First Evangelical Free Church
1825 N. Woodlawn, Wichita, KS, 67208
Contact Tel: 316-744-8227
Website: www.wichitaccf.org
Contact: Mr. Lop-Hing Ho 77717475 4. (Chairman of the coworker Board)

The WCCF (Wichita Chinese Christian Fellowship) was founded in the early 1980s. It
was started by a couple of Chinese families in Wichita, Kansas. After meeting for a short
while in a downtown church, they moved to First Evangelical Free Church and thereafter
had met regularly every Friday evening to study the Bible. The goal of the fellowship is
to encourage one another to study and live out God’s word. The ministry focuses on
helping students, caring for the elders, and bringing people to come to know God.
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Wichita is located in southeast Kansas, around 150 miles north of Oklahoma City. The
city population is around 360,000, with about 2,000 Chinese. Wichita is also called the
Air Capital, where a lot of aircraft corporations are situated, including Boeing, Cessna,
Hawker Beechcraft, and Learjet.

Cessna, Hawker Beechcraft, Learjet

Every Friday evening around 60 people come to our Bible study, with ages ranging from
infants to the elderly. We have a diversified background, with students, professionals,
homemakers and retirees, who originally came from different parts of Asia including
China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Macau, and Malaysia. Besides our Friday evening meetings,
we also have Tuesday prayer meetings, Sunday school, and monthly Chinese Sunday
worship.

After several months of prayers, we started the Chinese Sunday worship in March 2007.
On the second Sunday of every month we meet at the First Evangelical Free Church
chapel to have our own worship in Chinese. Since the inception of the worship, the
average attendance is more than 80. On the other Sundays most of our brothers and
sisters attend First Evangelical Free Church’s Sunday worship.
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In February 2008, WCCF became an official ministry of the First Evangelical Free
Church. We are currently looking for a Chinese pastor, and are making good progress in
the search. Please pray that God will bring His faithful servant to shepherd the flock in
Wichita, and by His grace we are a lamp stand for Him in this place. For more details
about WCCEF, please visit http://www.wichitaccf.org.

http://www.wichitaccf.org.

Prayer Request: Calling of a Chinese (Mandarin speaking) pastor.
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Mark Your Calendar ...
2009 Conference

Date: September 23 to 26
Location: San Francisco

Please plan to send your pastor(s) and church leaders to this Conference.

Prayer Requests for ANACEFC Board of Directors:

1. God’s protection and blessings on each and every Board member as well as their
families.

Strength and wisdom to work with various Chinese churches, EFCA and EFCC.
Unity among the Board of directors as they serve together.

Preparation of Conference 2009 and the host churches in the San Francisco area.
Adequate financial support to carry out its mission.

bl ol

Next Newsletter:

The next release of the newsletter will be in the spring of 2009. If there is something you
would like to share with other churches, please send an email to the Secretary of the
Board, Elaine Cheng, at elaineottawa@amail.com. Material will be published at the
editor’s discretion.

Updating Church Info:

We need your help to keep our church directory up- to-date on our web site,
www.anacefc.org.

When there is a change to your church contact information, please kindly notify Elaine at
elaineottawa@agmail.com. Thank you for your partnership in the Lord.

Let us pray for our Chinese Evangelical Free Churches that God will use us mightily to reach the lost.

“Ask of Me, and I will give you the nations for Your inheritance, and the ends of the earth for Your
possession.” (Psalm 2:8)
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